Tax Practice

Leading
Experts
in Tax –
Strategy &
Litigation

ABSOLUTE
SPECIALIZATION
STRATEGIC APPROACH – POWERFUL LITIGATION
Our Tax Practice has in-depth, genuine and proven expertise and experience in a
number of sectors (and countries) and has gained a reputation for vigorous representation of clients before courts and regulatory authorities.

“This law firm combines tremendous legal expertise with thoughtful
business advice”.
Legal500, EMEA, 2016
“This tax team gives practical and sound advice”.
Legal500, EMEA, 2016
"Nikolinakos - Lardas & Partners Law Firm provides guidance on
complex matters in an efficient and convincing manner. Its quality
and client service are exceptional."
Chambers & Partners, Europe, 2016
“This business-oriented and responsive team is efficient, practical
and results focused”.
Legal500, EMEA, 2016
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OUR

LAWYERS
Our dedicated tax law team, headed by Dr. Andreas Tsourouflis – Lecturer of Tax Law
at the Law School of the University of Athens, provides advice on the tax implications
of transactions, including mergers, acquisitions, financings, investments, joint ventures, tax planning and restructurings.
In addition to advising clients on stand-alone transactions, we serve as litigation
counsel before tax authorities, we defend our clients in tax litigation and audits and
act as primary tax advisors to middle-market businesses and multinationals alike.
Our lawyers are highly recommended by prestigious international legal directories.
Indicatively:
"What characterises their lawyers is their ability to work out solutions no matter how
complex the issue." [Chambers & Partners, 2016].
“Dina Kouvelou has a reputation for being extremely business-oriented, proactive
and an effective strategist” [Chambers & Partners, 2016]
“Nikos Nikolinakos has been described by market commentators as an impressive
counsel who has a business understanding that goes beyond legal matters."
[Chambers & Partners, 2016].
Nikos Nikolinakos is a notable regulatory expert”. [Chambers & Partners, 2015].
“Elias Lardas produces excellent work”. [Legal500, 2014].
The ‘efficient, reliable’ Dina Kouvelou ‘consistently delivers a high-calibre service’.
[Legal500, 2014].
Nikos Nikolinakos is ‘an outstanding litigator before the relevant regulatory authorities
and administrative courts’. [Legal500, 2014]… “a formidable regulatory lawyer. He
inspires confidence and is an excellent choice for any serious dispute”. [Chambers &
Partners, 2013].
Dina Kouvelou is ‘an outstanding counsel’ who ‘provides a hard-to-find combination
of technical and practical legal advice’.” [Legal500, 2014]
Elias Lardas is ‘an extremely successful and experienced litigator’ with ‘invaluable
insights’. [Legal500, 2013]
"Dr. Nikos Nikolinakos is a first-class regulatory counsel. He is vastly experienced and
innovative”. [Chambers & Partners, 2012].
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INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE
To address tax issues involving multiple jurisdictions, we rely on our own experience
and on our network of correspondent firms or our clients’ regular foreign advisors.
In particular, our international tax practice, with strong presence, alongside Greece,
in Germany, Cyprus, the UK and Luxemburg, serves multinational clients, financial
institutions, investment funds, and individuals in seamless fashion.
We deliver expert, business-oriented advice in a timely, flexible and cost-effective
manner, providing on a regular basis a substitute to a regional office for international
law firms.
We are optimally positioned to meet the diverse needs of business clients around the
world and those of law firms without a permanent foothold in Greece, the Southeast
Europe, and the Balkans. This is why we have maintained ongoing working relationships
with respected international law firms that have chosen not to open an office in
Athens, but rely on us to handle the Greek/regional aspects of their transactions.
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OUR

CLIENTS
We work collaboratively with our clients to achieve the best possible results for them. Our
commercial pragmatism stands us apart: as well as tax lawyers, we are business advisers.
We are particularly well known for tax controversy and litigation, tax advice, representation
and planning for corporate and financing transactions, international tax, partnership tax,
and employee benefits and executive compensation.
We advise national and multinational corporations, financial institutions, funds, trusts,
sports teams, and wealthy individuals on their most important and sensitive tax matters.
We advise companies of all sizes and in virtually all industries. Clients in telecommunications,
technology, e-commerce, banking and finance, energy, insurance, consumer products,
property and engineering, logistics, construction, media and entertainment, pharmaceuticals, shipping, and manufacturing rely on us to address their concerns involving tax
issues.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE – OVERVIEW
Tax Strategy & Planning
We develop together a tax strategy within your commercial plans. Serving as strategic
advisors to our clients, we employ both standard and creatively tailored planning to
achieve sustainable tax minimization.
We provide strategic advice at the early stages of transactions to identify tax effective
structures, evaluate and manage risks and avoid unnecessary liabilities across the full
range of commercial and financial transactions. We have also the expertise to ensure
that tax planning is documented and implemented effectively.

Tax Counseling & Transactions
We provide efficient technical tax advice on all aspects of corporate tax law and
business-related tax matters, and have in-depth knowledge of planning and structuring
for tax aspects of M&A, corporate restructuring, demergers, capital markets and
financing.

Tax Litigation & Audits
We represent our clients in seeking favorable guidance and rulings from the tax
authorities, and defend them in tax litigation and audits. We appear regularly before
courts and tax agencies providing comprehensive assistance in tax law cases. Clients
rely on our advice to maximize their tax efficiencies and minimize their tax risks.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE
AREAS OF FOCUS

TAX PLANNING & STRATEGY
/ RESTRUCTURING
Business Structures and Tax Planning
Smart, effective tax planning is an integral part of any sound business decision and an
essential component of virtually every successful business transaction. We can help structure
your organization and transactions to maximize tax efficiencies and minimize risk.
From initial strategy and corporate planning to obtaining advance tax rulings to mitigating
tax disputes, together, we can achieve your goals. With our tax specialists, we advise on
business strategies, through issues including: complex financings; Restructurings and
reorganizations; Joint ventures; Mergers & acquisitions; Employee compensation; Loss
planning; Exit strategies.

Restructurings & Bankruptcy Tax Planning
Our team ensures that tax opportunities are identified and value is not lost by decisions
made and steps taken. It also ensures that any tax clearances can be obtained as quickly
as possible. We provide tax advice to distressed companies, insolvency practitioners,
banks and funds.
Our restructuring tax expertise covers debt restructurings, workouts, re-organisations and
insolvency. We advise on complex restructurings, including restructurings and refinancings
of corporates, funds and structured investment vehicles.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE
AREAS OF FOCUS

CORPORATE TRANSACTIONS
/ REAL ESTATE TAX
Corporate Transactions & Finance
We advise domestic and foreign corporations, joint ventures, partnerships, funds, and
venture capital investors on tax aspects of business transactions. We provide tax planning
for every aspect of demergers, restructurings and reorganizations; mergers, acquisitions,
and dispositions; debt and equity financings; cross-border transactions.
Our team works to ensure that i) the transaction is structured as tax efficiently as possible,
ii) tax pitfalls are avoided; and iii) tax risks are dealt with appropriately. This requires close
attention to the detail of the commercial deals, the application of the tax rules and the
documentation.
We also advise on the tax aspects of corporate finance transactions including: rights
issues; bonus issues; placings and open offers; and returning cash to shareholders.
Real Estate Tax
Tax considerations are important in real estate transactions, particularly those that are
complex and innovative. Whether you are seeking inbound or outbound real estate
investment structure, we will help you construct a focused, resilient portfolio that meets
your business objectives in a structure that maximizes after-tax cash flow.
We advise on a broad range of direct and indirect taxation issues, including establishing
funds, joint ventures, real estate securitisation structures, limited partnerships, unit trusts and
special purpose vehicles.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE
AREAS OF FOCUS

TRANSFER PRICING
/ INTERNATIONAL COUNSELING
Transfer Pricing
Proactive, sustainable transfer pricing solutions are a necessity as you seek to manage
your international tax costs. We assist our clients develop transfer pricing policies and
advise on the transfer pricing implications of cross-border transactions, inter alia in the
fields of finance, corporate structuring and intellectual property.
Our team advises on most aspects of transfer pricing from policy design through to litigation,
including the following:
• Central transfer pricing policy design and implementation;
• Transfer pricing controversy, including enquiry management, litigation and dispute resolution;
• Strategic transfer pricing including global business structure configuration; and
• Transfer pricing compliance and risk.

International / Regional Tax Counseling
Cross-border investments and operations raise a host of tax issues. Navigating the
complexities of multijurisdictional taxation requires innovative tax planning, structuring
and dispute resolution.
We operate as international tax counsel (with strong presence, alongside Greece, in
Germany, Cyprus, the UK and Luxemburg), integrating domestic advice and solutions
from all relevant jurisdictions and provide clients with a single point of contact in the
context of cross-border transactions and other international work.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE
AREAS OF FOCUS

SALES TAXES / INSURANCE TAX
Sales Taxes – Value Added Tax
When supplying, acquiring or importing goods or services anywhere in the world, you
need a dedicated advisor who knows your industry sector and can work with you on
indirect tax issues. Our lawyers can take you from the initial planning and structuring
stages through documentation, registration and compliance.
We offer specialist VAT advice on cross border supplies of goods and services and on all
forms of financing, corporate and real estate transactions. Whether you need guidance
on indirect taxes or customs and excise duties, we can provide timely, practical and
efficient advice. We have extensive experience with all the various kinds of transactional
taxes, including sales taxes, gross receipts taxes, and other indirect taxes.
Insurance Tax
Our lawyers deal with all aspects of taxation affecting insurance companies and insurance products. We advise clients on transactions involving a wide range of domestic and
offshore ventures in alternative risk transfer, catastrophe risk funding, life insurance securitization, life and annuity accumulation programs, and other innovative structures relating to
insurance companies and insurance products.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE
AREAS OF FOCUS

BANKING / CAPITAL MARKETS
/ PRIVATE EQUITY / COMPENSATION
Banking & Finance Tax
Tax-related issues arising in banking and commercial finance can be deceptively complex
for both financer and borrower. We advise on the full range of financial products including
lending, acquisition finance, real estate finance, asset finance, project finance, derivatives, insolvency & restructuring and structured finance.

Capital Markets & Structured Debt Tax
We provide tax advice on large and complex debt and equity market transactions. We
have vast experience of advising on securitisations, debt and equity capital markets,
repackagings, collateralised debt obligations (CDOs) and derivatives.

Private Equity & Investment Funds Tax
We provide full tax advice on private fund structures (including private equity, debt funds,
real estate funds, infrastructure funds) and on private equity/infrastructure deals. Our work
covers the structuring of new funds and reviewing fund structures for prospective investors.
We also advise senior managers about ongoing tax issues.

Compensation & Benefits
We counsel companies, boards, and individuals on compensation and benefits issues,
with particular expertise in the context of transactions. In addition, we design and implement
executive compensation and retention arrangements.
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EXPERIENCE &
EXPERTISE
AREAS OF FOCUS

Based on the above, we provide commercial and pragmatic solutions for a wide spectrum
of tax issues, including:
• Strategic Tax Planning
• Tax Advisory Services
• Tax Structuring
• Corporate re-organisation, Restructurings and Insolvency
• Tax Disputes, Tax Controversies, and Litigation
• International Tax
• Mergers and Acquisitions
• Partnerships and Joint Ventures
• Private equity and Investment Funds
• Financial products and derivatives
• Real Estate Funds, REITs and other real estate transactions
• IP structuring
• VAT
• Capital Markets
• Customs Duties
• Tax-exempt Organizations
• Transfer Pricing
• Individual Tax and Estate Planning
• Insurance Tax
• Tax efficient remuneration planning
• Employee tax benefits and share schemes
• Expatriates tax services
• Private client tax
• R&D incentives
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RECENT DISTINCTIONS

AWARD WINNING
Client satisfaction is the real measure of
success for the work we do. But we also value
the external recognition gained through
the awards we have won

We are highly recommended by international legal directories,
such as Chambers & Partners and Legal500, as a leading law
firm.
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“This business-oriented and
responsive team is efficient,
practical and results focused”.
[Legal500, 2016]

"Nikolinakos - Lardas & Partners
Law Firm provides guidance on
complex matters in an efficient
and convincing manner. Its quality
and client service are exceptional."
[Chambers & Partners, 2016]

“This law firm combines tremendous
legal expertise with thoughtful
business advice”
[Legal500, 2016]

“The overall level of their service
is impressive – solution oriented
and very customer focused. The
team handles complicated and
demanding cases skillfully, providing
guidance in an efficient
and convincing manner”
Chambers & Partners, 2015

“The lawyers at Nikolinakos Lardas & Partners LLP have
‘excellent legal knowledge,
deliver a personalised service
and are regularly first choice
for complex deals’”
Legal500, 2015

“Nikolinakos - Lardas & Partners’
‘level of service is very high’ and
‘industry knowledge is deep’,
particularly for regulatory or
disputes advice”
Legal500, 2015

“Very experienced litigation
team”
Legal500, 2015
“The lawyers possess excellent
knowledge, and deliver a
personalised service”
Chambers & Partners, 2014

“Nikolinakos - Lardas LLP is a
popular choice of clients in
heavily regulated sectors”
Legal500, 2014

“Experienced in representing
both domestic and
international clients
before courts and
regulatory authorities”
Chambers & Partners, 2014

“The team's advice is consistently
accurate, quick and practical"
Chambers & Partners, 2013

“This Firm continues to impress
with its regulatory expertise"
Chambers & Partners, 2013

“Nikolinakos - Lardas LLP has
earned an ‘outstanding’
reputation”
Legal500, 2013
“It is efficient when it comes to
high-risk and complex matters." "
Chambers & Partners, 2012
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contacts
Nikolinakos - Lardas & Partners LLP
342 Kifissias Avenue (Building B), 15451, N. Psychiko, Athens, Greece
tel.: +30 213 00 200 20 fax: +30 213 00 200 29
info@nllaw.gr

Dr. Andreas Tsourouflis
Partner, Head of the Tax Practice
tsourouflis@nllaw.gr
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